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Abstract

Taiwan Amphibian Conservation Volunteer has been established for twenty
years, and the cumulated amphibious survey data reflects the current status of the
distributions of frogs in Taiwan. Since 2017, Taiwan’s Important Frog Areas (IFAs)
have been set up for systematically surveying.

This year, there were 77 amphibian conservation volunteer teams participating in
the surveys, and 44,021 observations were collected with a total of 153,115 frogs and
2,006 eggs/tadpoles. Among them, Polypedates megacephalus 19,896, 12.8% of all
species) and Fejervarya limnocharis (16,241, 10.5%) were the two most abundant
species. The results of the surveys showed that the number of the frog species in a
single area was up to 19. According to the past results, the number of the frog species
in a single area in Taiwan was between 17-20. There are 16 areas with more than 17
frog species, and most of the areas are in Northern Taiwan, which indicates that
Northern Taiwan has higher frog richness than other areas.

During 2018-2023, there were 40 volunteer teams taking part in the surveys of
105 IFAs, and 48,448 observations were collected with 37 frog species and 158,736
frogs being recorded.

The Big Survey of this year was held in Nantou with 125 volunteers from 28
teams attending, and 7,076 frogs of 23 species were recorded; Kurixalus idiootocus
was the most frequently recorded species.

Taiwan Frog Day was held this year too, and 178 volunyeers joined the event.
156 frog conservation actions were operated, including frog education workshops,
frog surveys and invasive species control activities.

The annual Amphibian volunteer conference was held at Yilan County Toucheng
Leisure Farm on 25 November with more than 200 volunteers from 41 teams
attending. At the meeting, posters of the distributions of 38 species in Taiwan were
displayed, yearly results of amphibian surveys were presented, and 14 team awards
were presented to encourage volunteers’participation.

The results of surveys were fruitful this year, and the systematic surveys of IFAs
were able to show the trends of frog populations in Taiwan. Besides promoting IFAS,
Taiwan Frog Day, Big Survey and the annual Amphibian volunteer conference should
also be held continually to encourage volunteers to keep doing surveys, and to help

enhance people’s awareness on Taiwan conservation as well.
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